
 

West Shore Road Update from Mayor Doug Watson 

December 6, 2012 

 

I have gathered the following information from meetings with Nassau County officials in the 

Department of Public Works. These County officials are directly involved with the West Shore 

Road project and gave me an accurate account of the work that is scheduled to start. 

 

The original West Shore Road project that Nassau County undertook was designed, financed 

and contracted out well before Superstorm Sandy struck. The project consisted of three phases 

with each phase to last 18 months. The first phase has been expanded to include the repair of 

the portion of the road damaged in the storm. 

 

In a nutshell, the first phase involves the installation of conduits in the roadway, starting at Cleft 

Road and running 2,000 feet to the north, to accept utility lines. Once the utility companies 

have pulled their cables through the conduits, the existing overhead infrastructure will be 

removed. The contractor will then be able to construct a new seawall using precast block 

sections (produced off site) and install the necessary drainage. The new drainage system 

includes storm scepters that filter out contaminants which will help reduce pollution in the 

harbor. After the seawall and drainage work are complete, the road will be re-surfaced with 

new markings and a new guard rail. 

 

The timeframe for completion of phase one was forecast to be 18 months. The original plan 

was for one lane to be open to traffic. Now, with the storm having forced the closure of the 

whole road, the contractor for Nassau County will be able to repair the storm damage and 

complete the first phase by July 4, 2013. With construction crews in complete control of the 

work area, the repairs and improvements can be made much faster. 

 

If the weather permits and everything goes according to plan, West Shore Road could be 

reopened earlier. Once the heavy work has been done it may be possible for traffic to pass 

while the final parts (lighting and road markings) are completed. 

 

I will keep you posted on the progress of the work. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


